October 4, 2019

Hello Sem Families,

It’s October and Fall should be definelty upon us.
Pretty soon the leaves will begin to turn colors,
pumpkins and other fall accents will spice up our
décor and cooler temperatures will welcome us to
best season of the year. Oh wait, about those

cooler temperatures. .. o
<

Well, while we wait for the 90s to become 60s, we
will focus on other Fall activities such as National
Bullying Prevention Month. In October, our school
highlights the efforts in place to prevent bullying
and cyber-bullying. Sem is proud to have some of
the lowest bullying statistics in Frisco ISD.

This week, The Sem PTA hosted Aim for Success
who presented to each of our grade levels on ways
to prevent bullying.

K-2nd grade students experienced “Super Friends
with Super Powers.” They were trained on the fol-
lowing superpowers that will help prevent bullying
at Sem:

e Being a Super friend to themselves by smiling
and standing tall.

e It’s never okay to be mean. Super Friends are
never and never say mean words.

e Super Friends have to be a Super Friend to oth-
ers by simply BEING NICE.

e Super Friends with super power defend others,
but they don’t fight.

Our 3rd-5th Grade became EMPOWERED! They
learned:

e Students learned about PERSEPECTIVE and
looking at the bigger picture of those have been
bullied.

o Bullying effects girls and boys but it may look
different. However, it still negatively impacts
students emotionally, physically and mentally.

o Students gained a deeper understanding of
CYBERBULLYING and the stronger and long-
er lasting effects it can have on others. Stu-
dents were reminded that deleting images, texts
and posts does not mean it’s gone forever.

e There are many celebrities that have been bul-

EMICON

ECTION

lied such as Beyonce, Michael Phelps and Ste-
ve Jobs. Some of victims of bullying come out
on top!

o Bullying incidents can be radically reduced if
students become UPSTANDERS and report,
rather than a bystander.

o Students learned how RADICAL ACTS of
KINDNESS can have a great impact in our
schools.

As school administrators, we take bullying serious-
ly. If a bullying incident is reported by a student,
teacher or family member, all parties, including
witnesses, are investigated in order to come to a
conclusion. Our teachers work hard to help stu-
dents understand the difference between bullying
and conflict. Classroom meetings and other efforts
are in place to encourage kindness and build rela-
tionships within the classroom and school.

As parents, your support can help us beyond the
school walls. The following ideas are recommend-
ed to help our efforts with bullying prevention:

o Discourage disrespect to others, including stu-
dents and staff members.

o Discover differences by learning more about
your neighbors.

e Encourage empathy which is a life long skill.

e Bring up UP-STANDERS and encourage them
to defend, but not fight.

e Support radical acts of kindness that will help
our school in a phenomenal way!

Thank you for your partnership to help Sem with
being the safest school in FISD.

(¢ 3 )

~Principal Mira and
Mrs. Collins

SAFE SCHOOL
ZONE
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Daily Routines

« All students will need to be in
their classrooms by 7:45am.

« Students can begin arriving at
7:20am.

?’!‘.’"

o October 10th

Fall Picture Day

« October 11th and 14th

Student holidays

o October 16th

Fire Safety Clowns visit

« October 17th

2nd Grade Performance

« October 18th
« Kinder visits Pumpkin Patch

. 4th grade attends Lonestar
Storytelling Festival

« October 21st-25th
Red Ribbon Week
« October 23rd
Step It Up Day of Awesomeness
« October 25th
. ‘Sembly
« Flu Clinic




1. School starts at 7:45 am. and ends at 2:55 pm.
Please, for the safety of your children, do leave them

unattended.

. Morning Drop Off: You can use the front or back carpool entrance. Please do
not block carpool. If your child walks to school, use the front entrance only.

. New Security System: Please bring current ID every time you need to get into
the building. You must place it close to the camera at the front '
door so that we can clearly see it. This is a requirement for
every person every time that you need to enter the school.

. You do not need to use the door bell to let us know when you

are dropping off a lunch. Teachers check boxes 45 minutes be-

fore going to lunch.

. Lunch Visitors: No lunch visitors until September 2nd. We need this time to
teach our students our lunch time routines and expectations.

;6. Lunch and supplies drop off: The boxes will be kept out-

= - side and teachers will check those boxes 45 minutes before
f lunch. If you are dropping off something that needs imme-
"‘_l'_ ., diate attention, email your child’s teacher. Remember,

S lunches will sit outside, so please pack them in containers
that will keep them at the appropriate temperature and protected from exter-

nal conditions.

. Carpool: Expect traffic and delays the first days of school. We have many new
families that are not familiar with our routines.

. Cartags: You need your cartag when you pick up your child. With your child’s
safety as our #1 concern, we will have to verify your identify before your child is
released which will delay his/her dismissal.

. After School Pick Up: Front of school is for walkers only. The parking is for
school busses and daycare centers only. No parent parking.



SEM: YEAR AT A GLANCE

August 15
e 1st Day of School
= Class starts at 7:45

September 2
e No School: Holiday

September 18 - 20
e 5th Grade @ Pine Cove

October 11
e No School - Staff Development Day

October 14
e No School: Holiday

November 11
e Veterans Day Celebration

November 25 - 26
e No School - Staff Development Day

November 27 - 29
e No School: Holiday

December 20
e Holiday Parties
December 23 - January 3

e No School: Holiday

January 6
e No School - Staff Development Day

January 20

e No School: Holiday @/
February 13 9«
e Holiday Parties

February 14
e No School - Staff Development Day

February 17

e No School: Holiday

March 9-13
e No School: Holiday

April 10
e No School: Holiday

April 13
e Bad Weather Make-Up Day

April 27
e No School - Staff Development Day

May 22
e Bad Weather Make-Up Day

May 25
No School: Holiday

May 27
e End of Year Parties

May 28
e Last Day of School

LAST
DAY OF

SCHOOL.



FALL

DATE PLACE ™ LOCATION
AUGUST 16 IKOMA K6 2:55pm-4-00pe |SEM ELEMENTARY
PEPTEMBER 4  (CPRIWE CREEKOARDGOUE | SO0pw-2:00pw 3628 PRESTON RD. FRISCO
OCTORER £ PRASTON & by T | 600aw-Q,00pw XTS5 PRESTON RD, FRISCO
NOVEMBER 19.23  |NOTHING BUNDT CAKES , o m,| 10:00a0.7-00pm ¥37 LEBANON RD SUITE 650, FRISCO
DECEMBER 3 JUNGLE PATROL Buls Q00am12:00pm |SEM ELEMENTARY
K1)
) e SPRING-CREEK
-GA2:A

TEAM UP!
JOIN PTA




SIGN UP
FOR THE
21 DAY

CHALLENGE!

KIDS-TEACHING-KIDS COM/SIGN-UP

») Medical Ci ) Medical Ci
@ Childre rﬁaHoopOhlty G:D Frisco ty
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kids-teaching-kids.com

The 21:0y Snack Challenge encourages students to be independently healthy by gettng into the kichen and making thelr own frait and veggee
snacks, The North Texas Recipe Book features rocipas that were ceeated by cur very own 1tudents from the Frinco 150 Career and Tochaclogy Canter

Sign'Up !f [kids-teaching ki ign-
Challenge Starts Monda, Ociober 1 Year1 Yoar 2 Yeard Year 4
Challenge Ends Monday, October 27th /, 41
o Sy Mg L e 1 ¢ | &
. . \
[t0 receive the student kitchen gits shown) :, e | Jd.
Visk us 3t wavw e eaching Ak com v, [\4' v
Join us 0n Facebook: Medial City Chikdren’s Hospitat LS h | 'J&.l:a "
Folkow us 0n Twitter, @MedCity¥ids e )f-x 1, <
1 U g b (4

Post your Healthy Snack Seifies at ITK210ay =

We encourage famiies 10 take the challenge together whie developing Melong heathy eating habits, one saack 3t 2 time!



PTA News & Updates

Spirit Davy

Tuesday, October 8, 2079 - $:00am — 9:00pm

Wit SAY: EAT MOR_

Join us for food and fun. Come support
Sem Elementary and 15246 of thhe sales will be donated
accordingily. Don"t forget to mention wwheaen placing
yYyour ordes .

FRISCO ISD COUNCIL OF PTASsS
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OFFICIAL FISD PTA INCLUSION SHIRTS ARE HERE!




OUR STE
FITNESS FU

Thank you for helping your st
AWESOMENESS to HEL

Log back i o your Personal Donation Page and
check yous 10tals 10 be sure you've reached your
intendeaed leved of AWESOMENESS!

ADD NMORE FEOMFLE

s

Add in any additional people you may have
forgotten 10 mcliude. Its NOt oo fate o send Them
an email or Text from your Donation Page!

€>

Turm n any Cash and Checks donations by

the date prnted In yowur Student Handouts =0
wWe Ccan adad 11 10 your ONLINE totals!

students” efforts 10 help others® inftatable Obstacie
Cowrses. DJ Dance Party, Chill Tent and more!
Frendship! Fitness! Fun!
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Sem Familis,
We know that you understand the importance of our chidren’s edication and the great things we do for our
: Y

MAstmrgsdodmimmmt)Mng vale!). Sem ‘sdm;gﬂera}
things the year and we have lods more plans, but we need | am asking for everyone {0 think of
s&?&n»fmmwm:ﬁmmpw mg‘ )f’)"’!” Faury hock for
"MENBERSHIP" and “jin SemPTA" for 540 today

Anyone can join the PTA - it 'S not &MMWMMMMWW' i
f\yimdsmg;part_wwdids' jon by their 410 membership. No volunteering (unless you want to). o
time commitment, just your vesce t0 represent our students. Dur elected officials m Austin night now are
werking ard {o improve schos! finance, and we need your voice to he e5 advacate for ol The public-schoot

children in Texas, especially in Sem Elementary
Can we count on you? We appreciate your membership and your time (when you have it) to come and visit the

school, for the fantastic events that Sem PTA sponsars throughout the year. weet i
mamber's by September 30, 2019, Hexesod&atﬁmtmr&ym;%s 2

Thank you.
Nal!g‘{&ad

Sem PTA Membership
Chatr 2472020

m’lﬂgy&:t‘.: [Twww semmy-plaog




DO YOU WANT TO BE
Lil' Miss Highstepper 2019

DO YOU WANT TO DANCE WITH THE MIGHSTEPPERS?

Emtor our raflle for the Chance 10 spend pregame and 1irst Quares with the
Mreitage Mgherppers Dnll Team at the Momernming game!

Raffle Tickets $5 each

NEW THIS YEAR

SIX LUCKY WINNERS!
WE ARE CHOOSING ONE WINNER
AT EACH FEEDER SCHOOL\Y!

b Sem. Scatt. Senntay.
Mosneybam. Liscans & Ashley

Open 82 prh X-50h grade 2

Aty ma Herdage Hgh SOl feeder sihook Camite
LI Miiss Mighstepper 2017 Lil' Miss Highutepper 2038
Tadlock Elementary The winners wil De Crowned 31 the Sem Elementary

MHormecorring Pep Rally 2t the MarEage
Mgh School football fiokd on
Wednewday, October 23

The Hertage M5 Homecomng Garve &
7t the Ford Conter on Friday, October 25.

Raffle tickets sold online only at I
gh
Unlimited entries!!
DEADLINE TO ENTER
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18!
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DESTINATION « AWARENESS
"
IMAGINATION. :  MEETING
If your child is creative... STEM BASED
it 30 0ot and Ve, Sherce
% Crasy aboot purries, Tothnology
can bud anything out of cardboard boam, “‘)""""’2
m@m&d&mm « The A = STEAM
has » Sar for drama and actng,
= toreally rec soence, LEARNING OUTCOMES

©F WANEY 10 New pour 1OMIN 10 4 morking Sme machine
Den consider Destination Imagination!

Prigect Marageman
Crantve and Critcal Thinking

Tearmwork
Destination Imagination: reerpenony Sule
0N Pieatnord ARy 2NN, MU St Sl
Unters (rondy, Courage. soed (raitondy, Parsoverance
200chos the CrOsve Protous Fom magmaton 1o Mnowanon, Rk Taking
and lots sach toam 40 whve B0 openended CAalange that best ftx ot Droced Learing
v oI i3 Prevatve style C?W "";‘::
Awareness Meeting: K770
Thursday, October 10th THE CREATIVE PROCESS
5:30-6:15 -
Comstock Elementary Cafe wotete & Coliborase
Assans
7152 Silverado Trail Evabuate & Colebrat
McKinney, TX 75070
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201$-2020 Challenges
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The Destinaton Imagieation program = & S, Apndson spstem of learming et fasten studerts” Ceatvty.
Cowrage and Gunoaty Brough open ended atademt Ohallenges = the Selds of STEN b, sethnoiogy,
POy and arhamats, fra A nd Wvde Banng Owr paNCeants o patence, Tasisiey,
pecsionce, ethcy, respect lor cthort and ther oeas, and colbiboratve protiemn solving Toame may
howcaw ther wolsom &t » Soumamene

www. nextregiosdi com
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UNLEASH YOUR .‘ﬁ“"
[=]
creative

Be 2 part of Sem Elementary PTA's Reflection program @
When: Entdes ace due by October 25, 2019, Submissions can be dropped In
Categotles: o
Visual Avts ing Painting Mosaic
Lrorsture. Prose, Poeury, Essay

the Feam Office
Fim Production Video Clp
Dance Chareagrapty. Video Cip
* Speciel Artist An artist with & disability

Theme: Look VWithis"

For Moee Information: Entry forms and ndes can be lound on Be Sem PTA q
Wedaite $6m mryg-pia o0 (Chck on the reflections 1ab)

Who: Al students in ol grodes ace invited 1o enter.
A panel of judoes wif solect $0 wniners 4 honarable montions ™ each calegory J

’ "Pacert must be a PTA membeor 4 onler”
1
Contact Windy Saxrand for seberistions  windytamar S fiomad com ﬁ

AROUT REFLECTIONMNS

CaTex Tt San Dot B Vitdte ol by A 0 Samy whben Ter
D0 yuirs Threcgh T ¢Te i ¢ B L0l PT AL e
S Mt D S Dl e Snt 10 Tw et 30 0o
ANt vy S B Mas sl e Pl (e Pt
AU NS T T




Attendance 101

Notification of Absence

FISD requires written documentation whenever a student is absent. Calling the office does not excuse an ab-
sence._Please go to Sem Elementary School website http://schools.friscoisd.org/campus/elementary/sem/
home and at the top righthand corner report your student’s absence, please do not email teachers any ab-
sences.

R=port an Absencs

RESOURCES

lliness

A parent note/email or doctor’s note is required to excuse the absence. Notes/emails must be received by
the office within 3 school days of the absence. Only 8 parent notes allowed a school year. If a student is ab-
sent due to illness for more than 4 consecutive days, a doctor’s note is required to excuse the remaining days

of the illness.

Doctor’s Appointment

Students who miss part or all of a day due to a doctor’s appointment must bring a doctor’s note to excuse
the time away from school. Parent notes/emails cannot excuse a doctor’s appointment. A doctor’s appoint-
ment with a note is not considered a tardy.

Tardies
Parent notes cannot excuse a tardy. A student is considered tardy if they check in before 10am. If they check
in after 10 am, the student will be marked unexcused absent unless a doctor’s note is provided.

90 Percent Rule
Students who miss more than 18 full days of school in a single school year must have approval from a campus
committee to be promoted to the next grade.
What Counts towards 90 Percent Rule?
Excused Absences

Unexcused Absences

Truancy Policy
Students who have 10 or more truant incidents will be considered for truancy action. What counts towards
the Truancy Policy?

Unexcused Absences

Tardies

Unexcused Leave Earlies - any time prior to 2:55pm dismissal

Late pickup-students not picked up by 2:55 dismissal




Bringing Items to School

To protect our instructional fime from interruptions, please leave all drop-off
items in the grade level bins outside the front office with students first and

last name on item. Teachers automatically check the bins on the way to lunch.
If your child needs an item before lunch, notify the front office and they will
mfor'm the teachers.

No Pets on Campus

It is an FISD policy that pets are not to be brought on school
campus our grounds at any ftime during the school day by par-
ents or employees.

Dress Code

For safety concerns, tennis shoes must be worn during
physical education class. Flip-Flops will not be worn in
P.E.

PLEASE label your child’s jacket, coat, scarf, mit-
tens, lunch box, back pack, etc. with their FIRST
and LAST name.

The district also prohibits any clothing or grooming that, in the principal’s judg-
ment, may reasonably be expected to cause disruption of or interference with
normal operations.



A PEEK AT OUR WEEK
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A PEEK AT OUR WEEK




